
A Resolution regarding Water Justice and Diocesan Investments 
 
SPONSORS: The Deacons of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont 
 
CONTACT PERSON: The Rev. Lucy Pellegrini    802-453-2610    lcbpellegrini48@gmail.com 
 
RESOLVED, That this 185th Diocesan Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont 
commend the Trustees and the Investment Committee of the Diocese for the commitment to 
Socially Responsible Investing as identified at the 2016 General Convention; and therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, That this Convention support efforts by the Trustees to direct the Investment 
Managers of the Unit Fund to divest from investments in corporations who identify water as a 
for-profit commodity rather than a human right. 
 
EXPLANATION:  
Many members of the Diocese of Vermont are blessed with an abundance of water:  for farming 
and home use; for cooking, drinking and sanitation; for pleasure in all seasons, and for heating 
homes and warm baths in winter. In other parts of this country and throughout the world, that is 
not the case. 
 
Since 2002, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at the UN has advocated 
that the human right to water is indispensable for leading a life in human dignity.  In 2010, in 
Resolution 64/292 (http://www.un.org/es/comun/docs/?symbol=A/RES/64/292&lang=E) the 
United Nations General Assembly explicitly recognized the human right to water and sanitation. 
It acknowledged that clean drinking water and sanitation are essential to the realization of all 
human rights. Resolution 64/292 calls upon States and international organizations to provide 
financial resources, capacity-building and technology transfer to help countries, particularly 
developing countries, to provide safe, clean, accessible and affordable drinking water and 
sanitation for all. 

• Average water usage in U.S. per person is 300-380 liters per day. 
(water.usgs.gov/edu/qa-home-percapita.html) 

• Average water use ranges from 200-300 liters a person a day in most countries in Europe 
to less than 10 liters in countries such as Mozambique. 

• People lacking access to improved water in developing countries consume far less, partly 
because they must carry it over long distances. Water is heavy. 

• For the 884 million or so people in the world who live more than 1 kilometer from a 
water source, water use is often less than 5 liters a day of unsafe water. 

• At any one time, close to half of all people in developing countries are suffering from 
health problems caused by poor water and sanitation.  

• Together, unclean water and poor sanitation are the world's second biggest killer of 
children. It has been calculated that 443 million school days are lost each year to water-
related illness. 

• People living in the slums of Jakarta, Manila and Nairobi pay 5 to 10 times more for 
water than those living in high-income areas of those same cities and more than 
consumers in London or New York.  



• In Manila, the cost of connecting to the utility represents about three months' 
income for the poorest 20% of households, rising to six months' in urban Kenya. 
(Preceding bullets are background information from the United Nations Resolution.) 

• In a small Vermont town, water usage per household is calculated on daily usage of 100 
gallons as the standard for billing purposes. The water source is a spring, considered a 
“non-purchased groundwater” source by the EPA. There is no financial incentive to use 
less. Overdue accounts are charged 1.5% per month as well as a flat fee of $9.   

• In Vermont’s largest city, the charge for water and waste water is $9.60 per 100 cubic 
feet (100 cubic feet=2830 liters).  Failure to pay bill on time results in a $25 fine+1% of 
the bill, and a re-connect fee of $25. 

• Water privatization (when private corporations buy or operate public water utilities) is 
often suggested as a solution to municipal budget problems and aging water systems.  
Ownership and water rights are complicated, sometimes archaic, and vary from state to 
state, making regulation a challenge. 

Flint, Michigan is the latest example of such an effort. A mother in that city, who lost unborn 
twins due to the water issues there, reported that it takes 160 bottles of water to take a bath.  
Bennington’s PFOA contamination, Vernont’s ground water contamination, and Burlington’s 
Barge Canal, illustrate the fragility of water systems and the environment. The temporary fix 
may be bottled water, at tremendous cost to consumers and communities. 
 
In this country, groundwater makes up 40% of the water used, and is the second largest reserve 
of freshwater on earth.  Although groundwater can be considered a renewable resource, as the 
soil dries out and the temperature increases in soil, there is more rapid evaporation of any rain 
that does fall on the land.  Percolation slows, and the need for water for irrigation and human use 
increases.   
 
The challenge comes when rainfall is insufficient, or when removal of the water exceeds 
replenishment of the aquifer. Nestle, among others, identifies water as a commodity.  “Nestle 
extracted 36 million gallons of water from a national forest in California last year (2015) to sell 
as bottled water, even as Californians were ordered to cut their water use because of a historic 
drought in the state. And the permit that Nestle uses to operate its water pipeline in the San 
Bernardino national forest costs just $524 a year.”  BBC News, 5/3/2016 
 
Many religious traditions use water in their sacred ceremonies. Consider baptism, the washing of 
hands before The Great Thanksgiving, Jewish purification rituals, Muslim ablutions, Shinto 
worship of the Kami, Native American traditions that honor water as the Creator’s sacred gift, 
and the list goes on. Water is far more than a resource or a commodity. The water cycle can 
ensure water for all, but each individual lives downstream. Water is a treasure, a gift, and a right.  
It is not a privatized corporate profit. To ensure clean and affordable water for drinking and 
sanitation is essential in honoring the inherent dignity of every neighbor. 
 
For additional information:  https://www.trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-institute/2017/resources 
 


